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frentimes, a design project teaches a home-
owner and the interior designer something
about themselves thcy might never before
have known or had forgottcn about over
time. When the owner of this Licchfield
County house began the task of furnishing
its interiors with designer Matthew Patrick
Smyth, she admics, with reflection, ‘1
learned a lot about mysclf during this pro-
cess—that [ love color, that I love a varied
and layercd look, thatiit’s important not to

get mired in one stylc: or time pcriod, that [ love the stories behind antiques, and

Ilove relating those stories to people who come here.”

Smyth, t0o, had an cpiphany when shaping the rooms of this 1840 Colonial.

“T had time to think about my career before Cmbarking on this projc:ct,” he says,

“and | remembered the reasons why [ came into the industry years ago—becausc

ofmy love for antiques and having them in a home. It's how | got into the busi-

ness in the first place, but I drifted away from that”

Upon meeting with these young clients—who have two small children—
Smyth suddcnly became rcacquaintcd with his past dcsign passions. “Both the
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husband and wife grew up with antiqucs,” he notes. "Even though she’s young,
she loves brown furnicure, antiqucs, the history ofthings, and, so, from the start
this was a dream job for me.”

While classic farmhouse décor is an appcaling and popular aesthetic in
Licchfield County, the homeowners wanted something more original and col-
orful for cheir home, which is mainiy used as a weekend destination from cheir
townhouse in Manhattan. “She’s not afraid of color or pactern, which made the
process fun,” Smyth cmphasizcs. Among the most cmphatic exampics of the
client’s pcnchant for big, but subtle, effectis in the living room, whose walls and
sclect furnishings are purple.

As she qualifies, though, “This particular purple is unique. Sometimes it

might look dark blue or grayish, dcpcnding on the iight. While the room doesn’t
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receive a lot of natural iight, this color makes the space moody and inviting. Ic
was the right color” Smyth concurs, adding, “By night, the room glows.”

In working with colors throughout his career, Smyth offers inspiring and
comforting advice on trying out dashing hues in any room. I said to the client
about her choice, it’s only paint. If you dont like it, we can change it. It’s that
simpic. It turned out that chis is such an appcaiing, dccp shade of.purpic that it
works almost as a neutral.”

Meanwhile, the formal dining room assumes a dramaticaiiy different feel wich
its multiple shades of brown, tobaccos and golds, the whole of which is echoed
in the pattcrncd Schumacher drapcrics. A mix of modern art with more classical
antiques and furnishings further animates the room. Elsewhere, a powder room’s

VVJ“S “WCS.I’” anothcr Schumachcr pattcrn dCPiCtil’lg scenic U'S.HSFCI‘W&H'C trays,

Color Pops (oprosITE
PAGE) Artwork by Lizzie
Gill through Standard
Space hangs over a
sideboard through
Sutter Antiques in the
dining room. Dining
chair restoration is by
ECR Antiques, and

the Keith Fritz table is
through John Rosselli
& Associates. Family
Settings (THIS PAGE,
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT)
Cabinetry by Signature
Custom Cabinetry

is through Kitchen
Solutions, and the sink
is from Waterworks.
Schumacher’s Plates
& Platters wallpaper
lines the powder room
walls; the sconce is
through David Duncan
Antiques; and the
mirror is from Scully &
Scully. A taxidermied
crane through Creel
and Gow roosts in the
family room, where an
A. Rudin sectional and
a Paul Ferrante chair
surround a coffee table
from Walker Zabriskie
Furniture & Home. See
Resources.



Suite Dreams
(THIS PAGE) In the
primary bedroom,
a custom

Boston Federal
tall-post bed
through Leonards
Antiques stands
atop an Elizabeth
Eakins area rug,
while a pair of
mirrors from
David Neligan
Antiques flank a
Chesneys mantel
and hearth.
Pattern Plays
(OPPOSITE PAGE,

TOP TO BOTTOM) A
Pierre Frey fabric
wallcovering lines
the walls of a
guest bedroom,
while canopies
are dressed

with Pierre Frey
exterior panels,
Cowtan & Tout
interior panels,
and finished

with Samuel &
Sons trim. The
primary bathroom
features a Twigs
Wallpaper and
Fabric wallpaper
through John
Rosselli &
Associates. See
Resources.

cach showing a bucolic landscape. “The two rooms in a house where I can have antiques. Matchew is really talented, and knows exactly what pieces to bring in.”

the most fun are che dining and powdcr rooms, Smyth cmphasizcs. “You can be Among the many elements he and the client assembled include an Irish f.ircplacc

adventurous in those rooms, turn up the volume with colors and patterns.”

But of all the elements that appear throughout this house, it’s the antiques
that most define the aesthetic. “I'm originally from South Africa,” says the
homcowner, “and I'm still inspired by my upbringing there.” She cites the British
and Dutch influences in design from her native country. “I wanted this home to
be an homagc to my childhood, by incorporating many British and American

mantel for cthe living room, an ctched—glass Victorian lighting fixcure for the pri—

mary bedroom, and a breakfase-nook cupboard tilled with transferware.
“Dcsigning with antiques means that a room is constantly Cvolving,” Smyth

says. “You don't know exactly where you're going until you find the next thing”
When the house was complete, “Everything made sense to me,” says the

homeowner, “as if all had been in placc for ycarsf’ E
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